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Katie Melua : Nine million bicycles [image: image2.jpg]



BIOGRAPHY


Katie Melua was born in Georgia (former USSR) in 1984.  The family left Georgia when Katie was 8 and moved to Belfast due to her father’s profession as a heart surgeon.  She had a great childhood both in Georgia and Northern Ireland. Katie found the people in Northern Ireland extremely warm and made great friends at St. Catherine’s Primary School and Dominican College, Fortwilliam. 
Katie didn’t always want to be a singer or songwriter. Her ambition when she was thirteen was to be a politician or a historian.  The family lived in Belfast for five years before moving to South East London. When Katie was fifteen she entered a TV talent competition called Stars Up Their Nose - singing Mariah Carey's "Without You". Despite just entering for fun, she won the competition and also gained valuable experience by performing live on ITV three times.

Katie joined the Brit School for Performing Arts.  During her time at the Brits she discovered different styles of music including Queen, Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan, Irish folk music and Indian music. 

The composer and producer Mike Batt paid a visit to the school looking for musicians to form a jazz band.   Mike realized that he had found someone very special: “Artists like Katie don’t come along very often, she is a true original”.  Her sensational voice also caught the attention of Terry Wogan who chose to pioneer Katie, playing the single ‘The Closest Thing To Crazy’ throughout the summer of 2003.   The release of the single saw Katie achieve her first hit single entering the charts at number 10.

The end of 2003 was a very exciting time for 19 year old Katie. She was invited to perform at the Royal Variety, where she met the Queen who said ‘I have heard your record on the radio, it is very nice’. 

Vocabulary
A l’aide d’un dictionnaire anglais-français, recherche les mots qui sont utiles à la compréhension du texte ci-dessus.  Sois particulièrement attentif à la traduction que tu choisis lorsque le dictionnaire en donne plusieurs !  Tu ne dois en aucun cas te satisfaire de la première traduction donnée !  Dans le tableau ci-dessous, donne si possible un contexte de la même manière que dans les listes de vocabulaire précédemment distribuées aux cours !

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


grammatical analysis
Dans les extraits du texte suivants, quelles sont les observations grammaticales que nous pouvons faire ?
  Pour t’aider, certains mots ont été soulignés !

“Katie Melua was born in Georgia (former USSR) in 1984”
________________________________________________________________

“The family left Georgia when Katie was 8 and moved to Belfast due to her father’s profession as a heart surgeon.”

a. ___________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________

“Katie didn’t always want to be a singer”
a. ___________________________________________________________
b. ___________________________________________________________

“The family lived in Belfast for five years before moving to South East London.”
________________________________________________________________

“she won the competition and also
 gained valuable experience by performing live on ITV three times.”
________________________________________________________________

“During her time at the Brits she discovered different styles of music including Queen, Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan, Irish folk music and Indian music.” 
________________________________________________________________

“Mike realized that he had found someone very special”

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Some more pictures






Song: nine million bicycles

There are nine million bicycles in Beijing.
That’s a fact,

It’s a ________________ we can’t deny,

Like the fact that I will _____________ you ‘til I __________.

We are twelve billion light years from the edge.

That’s a guess,

No one _______ ever say it’s ____________,

But I know that I will _____________ be with you.

I’m warmed by the _____________

Of your love every ____________

So don’t call me a liar,

Just ___________________ everything that I say….

There are six billion __________________ in the world

More or less

And it ____________ me feel quite small,

But you’re the one I love the most of all.

We’re high on a wire

with the ____________ in our sight,

And I’ll never tire,

Of the love that you _____________ me every night.

There are nine million bicycles in Beijing.

That’s a fact,

It’s a ________________ we can’t deny,

Like the fact that I will _____________ you ‘til I __________.
And there are nine million bicycles in Beijing,

And you know that I will ___________ you ‘til I ___________.
There are nine million bicycles in Beijing.

That’s a fact,

It’s a thing we can’t deny,

Like the fact that I will love you ‘til I die.

We are twelve billion light years from the edge.

That’s a guess,

No one can ever say it’s true,

But I know that I will always be with you.

I’m warmed by the fire
Of your love every day
So don’t call me a liar,

Just believe everything that I say….

There are six billion people in the world

More or less

And it makes me feel quite small,

But you’re the one I love the most of all.

We’re high on a wire

with the world in our sight,

And I’ll never tire,

Of the love that you give me every night.

There are nine million bicycles in Beijing.

That’s a fact,

It’s a thing we can’t deny,

Like the fact that I will love you ‘til I die.
And there are nine million bicycles in Beijing,

And you know that I will love you ‘til I die.
Vocabulary
	English
	Pronunciation
	Français

	bicycle
	['baIsIkl]
	vélo, bicyclette

	to ride a bicycle
	
	faire de la bicyclette or du vélo

	to deny
	[dI'naI]
	nier

	to die
	[daI]
	mourir

	light-year
	
	année-lumière

	light
	[laIt]
	lumière

	the edge

Context
the trees at the edge of the road
to be on the edge of disaster (fig)
Don't put your glass so close to the edge of the table!

Keep away from the edge of the cliff - you might fall!
	[edZ]
	le bord (d’une rivière, d’une forêt, d’une table, d’une falaise, d’une route, etc.)

Contexte
les arbres en bordure de la route
être au bord du désastre, courir au désastre
Ne mets pas ton verre aussi près du bord de la table !
Ne vous approchez pas du bord de la falaise – vous pourriez tomber !

	guess

Context
to have or make a guess
at a guess I would say there were 200
I give you three guesses! ;  have a guess!
	[ges]
	une supposition
Contexte
tâcher de or essayer de deviner
au jugé je dirais qu'il y en avait 200
essaie de deviner!; devine un peu!

	to guess
	[ges]
	deviner, estimer

	≠ guest
	[gest]
	invité, hôte

	a liar
	['laI«*]
	un menteur, une menteuse

	to believe

Context
to believe what someone says
I don't believe a word of it
believe me
	[bI'liùv]
	croire

Contexte
croire ce que dit quelqu'un
je n'en crois rien or pas un mot
crois-moi, tu peux me croire

	belief (in)
Context
belief in ghosts
belief in God
	[bI'liùf]
	croyance (en, à)
Contexte
croyance aux revenants
croyance en Dieu

	wire
	['waI«*]
	fil 

	high wire
	
	corde raide

	wireless
	['waI«lIs]
	sans-fil

	sight
	[saIt]
	vue

	to tire

Context

he tires easily
	['taI«*]
	(se) fatiguer

Contexte
il se fatigue vite

	tired
	['taI«d]
	fatigué

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


               Quelques remarques grammaticales
1. Dozen
, hundred, thousand, million, billion

sont invariables quand ils sont multipliés par un nombre précis (two dozen eggs, five hundred pounds, three thousand years ago, four million people, six billion people in the world…) ou precédés de several, a few, many (several hundred people – plusieurs centaines de personnes), alors qu’ils prennent la marque du pluriel quand ils sont suivis de of (hundreds of times – des centaines de fois, thousands of birds – des milliers d’oiseaux, millions of stars – des millions d’étoiles).  
2. Après le verbe to play, comparez:
to play Ø cricket, to play Ø chess (sports et jeux de société: pas d’article)

to play the piano, to play the violin (utilisation de l’article défini “the”)
3. Observez les paroles suivantes provenant de la chanson “nine million bicycle ».  A votre avis, quels points grammaticaux allons-nous étudier
 ?  
“Like the fact that I will love you ‘til I die”

“There are six billion people in the world…More or less”

“But you’re the one I love the most of all”
( ________________________________________________________
cfr unites 85 ( 88 essential grammar in use edition française, Cambridge University Press
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I believe that music should be performed live and that great artists are original and talented in their music performance. I always get a warm feeling when I see someone holding a guitar or violin case on the street. It’s like I know I’d get on with that person. I always smile and say hi!











� � HYPERLINK "http://www.katiemelua.com" ��www.katiemelua.com�





� par rapport à la matière déjà vue en classe…


� remplace par « too »


� matière non vue…ne fait donc pas partie de la matière à connaître pour le moment (avril)


� dozen['dÃzn]: douzaine





� one billion signifie dans le langage courant un milliard.  Certaines grammaires insistent encore sur la différence entre l’anglais britannique et américain.  En effet, one billion signifie one thousand million (= un millard) en Amérique, mais one million million (mille millards) en Angleterre (où toutefois on l’emploie beaucoup moins aujourdh’ui dans ce sens que dans le sens américain)


� pour vous aider, les parties intéressantes ont été soulignées…
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