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Ireland
Level : This lesson is intended for pupils learning English as a second foreign language in the last 2 years, following 4 periods a week.

Time needed : More or less 2 x 50 min + 1 x 50 min for the test.

Sources :  

( Magazines : 

 -  “Easy Going”: Spring 2003 Vol. XXIII n°3

 -  “Spectrum – The advanced Level English Newsmagazine”: Year 21 Number 5. May – July 2001

( Internet:

· http://www.connoisseurgolf.com/ireland.htm
· http://www.ireland.travel.ie
· http://www.expage.com/gpumarch2001
· http://www.cultureireland.com/pubs/index.asp
· http://www.irelandseye.com/aarticles/culture/music/traditional/tm.shtm
· http://www.oconnors.com/info/info-pub_culture.html
I. Aims.

The purposes of this lesson are : 

2. to extend the pupils’ knowledge concerning Ireland

2. to train their reading comprehension ability 

2. to develop the pupils’ lexical knowledge about the topic.

2. to train their listening comprehension 

2. to train their oral expression ( in the warming-up activities, by answering some questions orally and by performing a role play with their classmates).

II. Contents of the lesson.

A. Warming-up activity:

I will start with a discussion that will lead to the subject : Ireland. 

First I will show the Irish flag and ask the pupils which country it belongs to. Then I will ask the pupils some questions. 

The questions asked to the pupils may be : 

· Have you ever been to Ireland? When? Where? What did you do?

· Do you know anything about Ireland? (stereotypes, capitals, big cities,…)

We will write the different ideas and key words on the board (around the flag). These words will be used later during the lesson.

Afterwards, the pupils will be asked to make a scanning activity: they will have to read a short text and to fill in “Ireland’s identity card”. We will check the answers orally. 

B. Reading comprehension : «  ».

We will first ask the pupils to find, in more or less 10 minutes, the key words of each part of the text in order to imagine an appropriate and original title for each paragraph. To help the pupils, the difficult words are translated at the end of the text.

For the checking, we will work with one paragraph at a time. For each paragraph, the pupils give their suggestions, then they choose the best one and we write it down on the board. After each part we will show the pupils some pictures and objects illustrating the paragraph. At this time of the lesson we give the pupils a sheet with the Irish flag and every time we deal with a characteristic of Ireland they will have to write it down.

C. Lexical exercises.

The most important words of the text will be dealt with here. The pupils will have to study them for the test.

2. Fill in the blanks with words from the text  (cfr exercise sheet)

We give the pupils the translation of the words as well as a context to help them.

2. Find a synonym in the text for the following words  (cfr exercise sheet)


For each exercise the pupils can work in pairs if they want to. 

We will check their answers orally and write the words on the board.

D. Listening comprehension.

The pupils will listen three times to the interview of an Irish man speaking about his country. During the first time they have to find the clichés Mister Brennan speaks about. The second and third times they have to find key words to be able to speak about each cliché. After the first time we will check if they have found the different clichés dealt with on the tape and the pupils will write them in a table. At the end we will ask them to speak about the clichés thanks to the key words they have written down in the table. 

E. Oral Expression

The pupils work in pairs. They get a situation and have to play their role. They can help themselves with the identity card, the vocabulary and the sheet with the different clichés.

F. Test.

The test will focus on two different skills : reading comprehension and written expression. It also aims at making the students use the new vocabulary about the topic.

1. Written expression
The pupils are given a situation and asked to write more or less 150 words about it.

2. Reading comprehension : 
The pupils are given a few paragraphs about other Irish clichés and have to answer some questions.

Warming-up Activity:

Some facts about Ireland 

The Republic of Ireland, also called Eire in the Irish language, lies in the North Atlantic Ocean and is separated from Britain by the Irish Sea.  The north-eastern part of the island (Northern Ireland) is part of the United Kingdom.

Ireland has a population of about 3,75 million inhabitants for more or less 70,300 square kilometre.  

Most people in Ireland are Roman Catholics (93%) but there are also some Anglicans.  

The largest cities are Cork, Galway, Limerick and, of course, Dublin, the capital. 

There are 2 official languages in Ireland : Irish, which is the national language, and English which is the language of the majority of the population.  Irish is a Celtic language, closely related to Scottish Gaelic, Welsh and Breton.  It was the language of the vast majority of the population until the early 19th century.  The early 20th century saw a national cultural revival as well as the establishment of an independent Irish State.  Subsequent promotion of the Irish language by the state has preserved existing usage and increased bilingualism.

Ireland’s climate is influenced by the relatively warm waters of the Gulf Stream and by the prevailing south-western winds from the Atlantic.  This combination results in an equable climate with temperatures fairly uniform across the whole country.  The warmest months (July and August) have mean temperatures of 14-16 degrees Celsius. 

The Republic of Ireland is a parliamentary democracy with 2 houses of parliament, an elected President who is head of state and a prime minister who is head of government.  Northern Ireland is part of the UK, as said earlier, and is governed directly from London even if Northern Ireland has now its own national Assembly.  

Ireland consists of 4 provinces (Ulster, Leinster, Munster and Connaught) which are broken down into 32 counties.
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Ireland’s “Identity card”

Fill in Ireland’s “Identity card” with the information given in the text “Some facts about Ireland.”
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Reading Comprehension:

…………………………………………………………………………………………

A typical definition of Ireland is ‘an island of green landscapes brushed with rain’. In Ireland, you are never more than 80 miles from the sea and a coastline offering golden sandy beaches, steep cliffs, hidden harbours and bays. The central plain of Ireland is surrounded by a ring of hills and mountains and the whole island is criss-crossed with silver streams, lazy rivers, hidden lakes and still canals. A famous place in Ireland is of course the ‘Connemara’, with its stony land, mountains, rivers and marshes.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

Landscapes change from place to place, building from town to town, but wherever you go you’ll find service with the smile and a very friendly word or two. Irish people are as interested in you as you are in them, and they're proud to have you as visitors. Asking for directions and who knows what you'll end up discussing. Irish people are always ready to stop and talk - a chat about the weather, a bit of local geography or history and maybe some advice about what you should see next. Irish people are even considered to be the most welcoming people in Europe.

………………………………………………………………………………………..

To travel through Ireland without visiting an Irish pub would be to miss a huge chunk of Irish life, some would say the most important. ‘Going for a pint’ is something of a national pastime, but the Irish pub is more than a place to drink. It’s also a social centre, it offers the chance to meet up with friends, share stories and get away from the pressures of work. There’s a pub for every mood and every occasion, from small intimate bars to larger pubs offering music and meals. The commonest beer people drink in pubs is the famous ‘Guinness’. This dark beer is the product that has taken the flavour of Ireland all over the world, even more so perhaps than whisky has done for Scotland.

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

Everywhere in Ireland you can easily notice that the national colour is green: the colour of the Irish sport teams, the traditional costumes, the milkshakes in McDonalds, the landscapes and sometimes the River Liffey… Two important symbols of Ireland also clearly show that green is the national colour: the shamrock, the plant which is St Patrick’s symbol and the leprechaun, which is a small magical man with a pot of gold.     
………………………………………………………………………………………..

[image: image4.wmf]Music has always been important in Irish cultural life. One of the earliest Irish composers whose work has survived is Turlough O'Carolan (1670-1738), known as 'The Blind Harpist', who was so important in Ireland that the harp became one of  the national symbols.  Since the 1960s, traditional Irish music has grown in popularity, both in Ireland and abroad, through groups as diverse as The Clancy Brothers, The Dubliners, The Chieftains, who have put traditional music into a modern context. Ireland also has an international reputation with artists like Van Morrisson, U2, The Corrs and The Cranberries. The Irish love music but they are also proud of their traditional dancing, which is very energetic and difficult.

Wild Rover ( =vagabond sauvage)

I've been a wild rover for many a year 
I've spent all my money on whiskey and beer 
Now I'm returning with gold in great store 
And I swear that I'll play the wild rover no more
Chorus: 
And its no, nay, never 
No, nay, never, No more 
Will I play the wild rover 
No, never, no more
I went into an ale house  I used to frequent 
And I told the landlady me money was spent 
I asked her for credit she answered me nay 
Such a custom as yours I can get any day
Chorus:
I took from me pocket ten sovereigns bright 
And the landlady's eyes opened wide with delight 
She said I have whiskey and wines of the best 
And the words that I said were only in jest
Chorus:
I'll go home to my parents confess what I've done 
And ask them to pardon their prodigal son 
And then they'lll caress me as oft times before 
And I never will  play the wild rover no more

Vocabulary: (do not study them) 

· brushed with rain: balayé par la pluie

· sandy: de sable

· to be criss-crossed with: être entrecroisé de

· stony: pierreux, caillouteux, rocailleux
· meet up with sb: retrouver, rencontrer qqn
· blind: aveugle
· a harpist: un joueur de harpe
· the chieftain : le chef (d’une tribu par example)
Vocabulary exercises : (study them for the test)

1. Fill in the blanks with words from the text:
…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….




In the Connemara, you can walk across various beautiful ………………….. . 

Irish people like to spend their holidays on the …………………… .

A ………………. slope (= pente) is difficult to climb.

Near Galway, you can admire the magnificent …………… of Moher.

After the fishing, the fishermen go back to  the …………………… .

The Irish landscape is full of ……………. and mountains.

A small path runs alongside the …………………. .

As it rains all the time in Ireland, there are many ………………….. .

The Irish people are very ……………… of their numerous traditions.

 If you don’t know the way to Grafton  Street, ……………. a passer-by ……... …………………… .

Irish people have the reputation of being the most …………………. people in Europe.


le paysage

la côte, le littoral

à pic, abrupt

la falaise

le port

la colline

le ruisseau, le courant

le marais

fier

demander le chemin

accueillant

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

…………………….

……………………

…………………….


Irish people’s favourite …………………. is having a drink in a pub with friends.

If you want to find a flat in Dublin, you have to ………………… your room with another student. 

The Irish music sets a good ……………… in the streets of Dublin.

This drink has a very strong lemon ……………………. .

The……………. was a very common musical instrument in Ireland in the 18th century.

On St Patrick’s Day, people wear green costumes with ……………………... .

A ……………………. looks like a little old man dressed as a shoemaker.
le passe-temps, divertissement, la distraction

partager

l’humeur

la saveur, le parfum

la harpe

un trèfle à trois feuilles

un farfadet, lutin

2. Find a synonym of these words in the text :

· scenery = …………………………………………………

· entire = ………………………………….………………..

· well-known = …………………………………………….

· conversation = ………………………….…………………

· bit, piece = ………………………………………………..

· to have a drink = ………………………………………….

· hobby = ……………………………………………………
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Listening comprehension:

	Clichés
	Main ideas and key words

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Oral Expression:

Work with your neighbour.  One of you went to Ireland during the Christmas holidays and the other would like to go to Ireland this summer.  The latter wonders about the habits and the mentality of the Irish people, about the characteristics of Ireland, … and therefore asks what he wants to know to the other.

To help you, take Ireland’s identity card, the vocabulary and the clichés seen in class.

Test:

For the test, you have to study the vocabulary from the lexical exercises and to re-read carefully the text, the summary of the different clichés and the identity card of Ireland.

Name:








Date:

Class:

TEST ON IRELAND

Written Expression

You have just come back from Ireland. You spent a wonderful time there and you want to persuade your friends to choose Ireland for their next holidays. Speak about the various traditions and particularities of the country and the people and write about 150 words.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

(…… Words)

Reading Comprehension

A. Ireland offers a rich variety of sports. Horse riding, for example is very famous and there is a horse race for every day of the year. Hurling and Gaelic football are also typically Irish sports. Ireland has a fine reputation for hunting, shooting and fishing. Every lake, river and stream has a prize salmon, trout and pike waiting to challenge your angling skills.

B. Ireland has a wide range of goods which reflect the quality and craftsmanship of its traditional industries: crystal glasses, jewellery, potteries, … and the famous Irish wool coming from the millions of sheep that you can see everywhere in the country.  

C. Irish people love festivals, whether it's three days of oysters and Guinness, four days of jazz, a weekend of literature or a week of opera. There are festivals and events going on all the time. Nearly every town has come up with an idea for a festival, and at these community events visitors will find that all the clichés about the Irish’s love of drinking, partying, singing and dancing are true.

D. The range and quality of Irish food has improved a lot in recent years, and is now excellent. Most towns offer a variety of good, local restaurants. Some traditional Irish meals are hearty Irish stews, colcannon (potatoes, onion, cabbage and leeks), potato pancakes and Dublin Coddle (a stew made with bacon sausages, onions and potatoes). Along the West Coast the selection of fresh seafood is fantastic - oysters and salmon in particular.

E. Patron Saints deserve a very special celebration and a very famous example is St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland (17 March). Dublin's St. Patrick's Festival is so important that it takes almost a week: there are street parties, exhibitions, a fairytale funfair, huge fireworks, a treasure hunt and of course, the world famous parade with people in the traditional green costumes. Face painters, fire eaters, street performers and outdoor concerts make up the spectacular programme which will really guarantee you have the time of your life. 

VOCABULARY

- Hurling: sport irlandais ressemblant au hockey sur gazon

- prize : qui a remporté un prix

- pike : brochet

- angling : pêche à la ligne

- craftsmanship : connaissance d’un métier (artisanat)

- oysters : huîtres

- stews : ragoûts

- fairytale funfair : foire foraine féérique

1. Match each paragraph with its title :

· Typical presents to buy in Ireland.  ( … )

· The most popular activity of the year.  ( … )

· What can you find on the menu?  ( … )

· What can you do during your free time?  ( … )

· The Irish cultural life.  ( … )

2. Give 10 activities Irish people like doing (answer in French!!!):

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Explain in French again what St-Patrick’s day in Ireland is:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Warming-up activity :

The Irish “tricolor” flag dates from the year 1848, and was inspired by the revolutionary French flag. The green colour represents the old nation of Ireland, with its Gaelic and Anglo-Norman heritage; the white in the middle stands for peace; and the orange is the colour of Ireland’s Protestant community, whose historic hero was William of Orange, the Protestant Dutchman who became king of England after the Catholic James II was deposed.

As I was a-goin' over the Cork & Kerry Mountains
I met with Captain Farrell, and his money he was countin'. 

First I drew my pistols and then I drew my rapier,

Sayin' "Stand and deliver, for I am your bold deceiver." 

Musha ringum duram da,

Whack fol the daddy-o, 

Whack fol the daddy-o, 

There's whiskey in the jar. 

He counted out his money and it made a pretty penny; 

I put it in my pocket to take home to ' Jenny.

She sighed and swore she loved me and never would deceive me,

But the devil take the women, for they always lie so easy!

Musha ringum duram da … 

I went into me chamber all for to take a slumber,

To dream of gold and girls, and of course it was no wonder:

Me Jenny took me charges and she filled them up with water,

Called on Captain Farrell to get ready for the slaughter.

Musha ringum duram da … 

Next mornin' early, before I rose for travel,

Up came a band of footmen and likewise Captain Farrell.

I goes to draw my pistol, for she'd stole away my rapier, 

But I couldn't shoot for water, so a prisoner I was taken

Musha ringum duram da … 

They put me into jail with a judge all a-writin': 

For robbin' Colonel Farrell on Gilgarra Mountain.

But they didn't take me fists and I knocked the jailer down

And bid me a farewell to this tight-fisted town.

 

Musha ringum duram da … 

I'd like to find me brother, the one who's in the army;

I don't know where he's stationed, be it Cork or in Killarney. 

Together we'd go roamin' o'er the mountains of Kilkenny,

And I swear he'd treat me fairer than my darlin' sportin' Jenny!

 

Musha ringum duram da … 

There's some that takes delight in the carriages and rollin',

Some that takes delight in the hurley or the bollin',

But I takes delight in the juice of the barley,

Courtin' pretty maids in the mornin', o so early!

Musha ringum duram da …


In Dublin's fair city, where the girls are so pretty

I first set my eyes on sweet Molly Malone,

As she wheeled her wheel barrow, through streets broad and narrow,

Crying cockles and mussels a-live a-live Oh

Chorus

A-live, a-live oh, a-live a-live oh,

Crying cockles and mussels a-live a-live oh

 

She was a fishmonger, and sure twas no wonder,

For so were her father and mother before

And they both wheeled their barrows, through streets broad and narrow, 

Crying cockles and mussels a-live a -live oh

Chorus

 

She died of a fever, and no one could save her

And that was the end of sweet Molly Malone

But her ghost wheels her barrow through streets broad and narrow

Crying cockles and mussels a-live a -live oh

Chorus

Song for Ireland

Walking all the day,
Near tall towers where falcons build their nests,
Silver winged they fly,
They know the call of freedom in their breasts,
Saw Black Head against the sky,
Where twisted rocks they run to the sea,
When living on your Western shore,
Saw summer sunsets, asked for more,
I stood by your Atlantic sea,
And I sang a song for Ireland.

Drinking all the day,
In old pubs where fiddlers love to play,
Saw one touch the bow,
He played a reel that seemed so grand and gay,
I stood on Dingle beach and cast,
In the wild foam for the Atlantic bass,
When living on your Western shore,
Saw summer sunsets, asked for more,
I stood by your Atlantic sea,
And I sang a song for Ireland.

Talking all the day,
With true friends who try to make you stay,
Telling jokes and news,
Singing songs to while the time away,
Watched the Galway salmon run,
Like silver darting, dancing in the sun,
When living on your Western shore,
Saw summer sunsets, asked for more,
I stood by your Atlantic sea,
And I sang a song for Ireland.

Dreaming in the night,
I saw a land where no-one had to fight,
Waking in your dawn,
I saw you crying in the morning light,
Sleeping where the falcons fly,
They twist and turn all in your air blue sky,
When living on your Western shore,
Saw summer sunsets, asked for more,
I stood by your Atlantic sea,
And I sang a song for Ireland. 

 Welcome to the Blarney Internet Castle. This is a rock slab graphic near the top of one of our disks ;) According to legend, and person who kisses the stone is henceforth endowed with the gift of eloquence and persuasive flattery. 

 

Identity card





Name(s) : 





Population : 





Area : 





Religion(s) : 





Major cities : 





Language(s) : 





Climate : 





Provinces : 
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