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The civil rights movement

Level : This lesson is intended for pupils learning English as a second foreign language in the last year, following 4 periods a week.

Time needed : More or less 2 x 50 min + 1 x 50 min for the test.

Sources :  

 -  “Drive. Speakeasy”: November 2003 n°2

 -  “Aspects of Britain and the USA” by Garwood et al., 1995 : Oxford University press.

 -  http://www.edhelper.com/MLK2536.htm
 -  http://www.edhelper.com/ReadingComprehension
I. Aims.

The purposes of this lesson are : 

2. to extend the pupils’ knowledge concerning Martin Luther King and the civil rights movement

2. to train their reading comprehension ability 

2. to develop the pupils’ lexical knowledge about the topic.

2. to train their listening comprehension 

2. to train their oral expression 

II. Contents of the lesson.

A. Warming-up activity:

I will start the lesson with two beginnings of stories about relations between Blacks and White during the fifties.

I will give half of the pupils the first one and the other half the second one.  They have to read it.  Then I will ask some pupils to explain what the story is about, how they feel when they read such stories, what segregation means, … 

I will write the different ideas, reactions and key words on the board, and then ask them to guess the subject of the lesson. 

B. Reading comprehension

The class will be divided into 4 groups.  

2. Each group has 10 minutes to read a given part of the text and to prepare a sort of ‘summary’ for the other groups.  One student from each group will have to explain the content of his/her group’s part of text to the other groups.

2. Each group has then 10 minutes to prepare 4 questions on his given part of text.  These questions will then be used in a sort of contest.  Each group poses 4 questions to the others.  The group that has answered the most questions wins.

To help the pupils, the difficult words are translated at the end of the text.

C. Lexical exercises.

The most important words of the text will be dealt with here. 

Fill in the blanks with the right preposition  (cfr exercise sheet)

I give the pupils sentences with blanks that they have to fill in. If needed, they can take the text to help them.

Fill in the following crosswords  (cfr exercise sheet)

The pupils have definitions and have to find the words that correspond to these.

For each exercise the pupils can work in pairs if they want to. 

I will check their answers orally and write the words on the board.

D. Listening comprehension.

The pupils will listen three times to Martin Luther King talking about a famous march.  During the first time they have to find the main ideas of the ‘text’. 

The second and third times they have to fill in the grid they have received with the Drive. Speakeasy students’ booklet of November-December 2003.  (After the first time I will check if they have found the main ideas dealt with on the tape).  We will check the answers together and I will write key words on the board.  

E. Oral Expression

The pupils work in groups. They get a short text and have to discuss the subject.  They will be asked to report the different meanings of the group.

	Standing Up & Sitting In  By Beth Beutler 
	  
	


I was at Woolworth's that day. I remember it being a very cold day. There was a little bit of snow on the ground. We typically did not get much snow in the Carolinas, and what we did get did not last long. However, it was windy and cold, so it looked like this would stay for at least today. I would soon discover it was cold in more ways than one.

Mom was sending me to the store to pick up some school supplies. I had run out of lined paper and pencils, and Woolworth's always had the best prices. Since I was now 12, she felt I was old enough to walk the two blocks to Main Street. I was very excited! Mom had even given me a little extra money to buy a hot chocolate from the lunch counter. Of course, she made me promise to come straight home after I enjoyed it. She told me I would not be allowed to enjoy this freedom again for a very long time if I did not obey.

So I bundled up in my parka and pulled on my boots and gloves. I double-checked that the money was securely in the deep pocket of my coat and headed out.

"Bye, Mom!"

"Bye, dear. Be careful and hurry back!"

Even though my boots were heavy, I nearly skipped the entire way to the store. This was great!

I entered the store and headed to the school supplies. I found the paper right away, but was having trouble finding the pencils. Then I heard someone say, "Can I help you find something?"

I looked up and gulped. It was a young black man, who I guessed to be about 18. He was dressed in a coat and tie and had a bright smile. I got nervous, though. My mom had always told me not to talk to strangers, especially black people. I could never understand why that made a difference.

"Uhh, I can't find the pencils," I stammered.

"Oh, they are around the corner in the next aisle," he responded kindly.

"Uhh, okay. Thanks," I quickly answered then quickly trotted off.

I soon forgot about my nervousness as I got caught up looking at a few toys. Before long, though, I remembered about the hot chocolate.

As I walked toward the lunch counter, I noticed the black man and his friends paying for their supplies. Then they headed to the lunch counter, too. I stopped for a moment and watched them get seated. I decided to sit at the other end.

"What would you like?" the waiter asked.

"I'd like a hot chocolate, please. But I can wait. They were here first," I answered, pointing at the black man and his friends.

"Don't worry about them," the waiter answered. "They'll be waiting a long time."

"Why?" I asked.

	What Desegregation Meant to Margaret  By Brenda B. Covert 
	  
	


Margaret Stowe hurried to the kitchen table. She sat down to enjoy a breakfast of fried eggs, bacon, toast, and grits. Her parents and younger sister, Jean, had started without her. Her father was reading the newspaper. It was September 25, 1957.

"Look at this!" her father said, shaking the paper out and holding it up. "Yesterday the Little Rock Nine finally got into that white high school, Central High! I never thought I'd see the day."

Margaret paused from buttering her toast. "What is The Little Rock Nine?" she asked.

"It's a who, not a what," her father said. "The Little Rock Nine are nine, brave Negro teenagers that have been trying to get into the white folks' public school. It's been three years since the Unites States Supreme Court declared segregation illegal, yet we're still in separate schools! The whites kept the good ones, and they leave us colored folk with old, rundown schools. We're past due for a change." Then he slapped the paper with the back of his hand and laughed. "President Eisenhower had to send in the army to get those kids into school! The white folks were having a fit, but they're gonna have to get used to it." He took a sip of coffee. "Our Constitution states that all men are created equal. It's about time folks in this country started acting like they believe it."

As she nibbled her toast, Margaret thought of the school she walked to five days a week. Buses took the white students to their schools, but the colored students had no bus to ride. The classroom ceilings had brown stains from the leaky roof. Paint peeled. On any given day a toilet was out of order. Students had to bring their own drinking water to school. There was no doubt about it; it wasn't a pleasant building in which to get an education.

On the other hand, all of her friends were there. Margaret's mother helped the parent group organize Bingo games and suppers to raise money for school improvements. To Margaret that small school was more than a place to learn, it was a whole community of friends and family.

Her teacher, Mrs. Franklin, taught them Negro history once a week and said things like, "Your time is coming." "Segregation will be nothing but a memory." "You can be anything, but you got to get ready!" She taught her students to be proud of their heritage and to dream big. 

Mrs. Stowe cleared the table. "You'd best be heading off to school”, she said. Jean slid out of her chair and ran off to wash her hands. "You, too, Margaret Ann."

"Yes, mum," Margaret answered. She went to the sink to fill her glass jar with water, and then picked up her books.

Her father spoke again. "I have half a mind to go and register you for Whitestone High."

"Dad, you wouldn't!" Margaret cried. "I don't want to leave my friends!"

Mr. Stowe's pecan-tan face grew stern. He grimly told Margaret that friends can't get a person into college or get a girl a decent job.

By the time she walked down the sidewalk,

Margaret was near tears. 

Reading Comprehension:

Read the text : “The U.S. Civil Rights Movement”
Take your ‘Drive-Speakeasy’ number 2, and go to pages 10-11.

1. In group, prepare a short summary of the paragraph(s) you have to read.  You will be asked to read it for the other groups.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. In group again, prepare 4 questions on the paragraph(s) you had to read.  Each group will then asks the other groups his questions.  The group that has the biggest number of right answers wins the ‘contest’.

- Question 1 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Answer : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

- Question 2 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Answer : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

- Question 3 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Answer : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

- Question 4 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Answer : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Vocabulary exercises : 

1. Fill in with the right preposition (or  ‘/’ if nothing is needed).

1.  In the 50’s black Americans had to face …… violence and racism.

2.  A white boy threw acid …… Melba Pattillo, one of the nine black students who tried to enter Little Rock’s Central High School.

3.  Some groups came to Arkansas to stop/prevent black students …… entering the school.

4.  Blacks and whites had separate seats …… buses and …… cinemas.

5.  The church community set …… their own “taxi service” to transport people. (créer, installer)

6.  Martin Luther King believed …… the strength of non-violence.

7.  Four Blacks students walked …… a shop, went …… the lunch counter and asked to be served.

8.  Violent attacks …… demonstrators were shown on news programmes …… TV.

9.  King was arrested and put …… prison.

10.  Over 250000 people came …… Washington to hear King talk …… his dream of justice and equality.

11.  Demonstrators were attacked …… local and state police, some …… horseback. (à dos de cheval)

12.  There are still organisations that fight …… equal rights, but we can say that the Civil Rights Movement is ……. (terminé, dépassé)

13.Some students came to join …… the four Blacks that were sitting in the shop.

Choose between : over, about, at, for, by, from, up, into, on (4x), in (3x), to (2x), / (2x).

2. Here is a crosswords, try to fill it in (if you need help, there a list with all the words that have to be used after the definitions).

	Down
1.  

The principle of equity, fairness, or moral rightness. 

2.  

The murder of a well-known or public figure. 

3.  

He believed in nonviolent resistance and protested against discrimination in India. 

4.  

A southeastern U.S. state where Birmingham is located. 

5.  

Something that needs no explanation or argument. 

6.  

A group's refusal to buy something or to take part in something. 

7.  

To be harshly or cruelly treated in an unjust way. 

8.  

A form of civil disobedience in which demonstrators occupy seats and refuse to move. 

9.  

A public display of the feelings and protests of a group of people. 

10.  

A person of authority who treats people in a cruel or unjust manner. 


	
	Across
11.  

The positive role that a government should take to enforce rules, laws, and regulations regardless of race, religion, sex, or other characteristics. (2 words - include space in puzzle)

12.  

The belief or prejudice that members of one race are superior to members of other races. 

13.  

The right to do, say, and think whatever you want. 

14.  

She refused to give up her bus seat to a white person. As a result, she was arrested and jailed. (2 words - include space in puzzle)

15.  

A demonstration to strongly object to something. 

16.  

An opinion about someone based on his or her skin color, religion, or other characteristics. 

17.  

A group of angry people who become out of control. They may damage property and act violently. 

18.  

In 1963 hundreds of singing children marched along with King and others down the streets of this city. They were violently stopped by attack dogs, police officers, and firefighters. 

19.  

An organized walk by a group of people to show their support for or to protest something. 

20.  

Not having enough money for food, clothing, and housing. 

21.  

The separation or practice of keeping people or groups apart. 

22.  

To bring together people and to do away with the separation of people of different races. 




	justice
	civil rights
	assassination
	Gandhi

	racism
	freedom
	Rosa Parks
	protest

	prejudice
	Alabama
	riot
	self-evident

	boycott
	oppressed
	sit-ins
	Birmingham

	demonstration
	march
	oppressor
	poverty

	segregation
	desegregation
	
	


Listening Comprehension:

Martin Luther King Jr

First, listen and try to note key words in order to have an idea of the subject.

Then fill in the grid in your students’ booklet (page 13).

Oral Expression:

Affirmative action and PC language

Read the box on page 11 : ‘Affirmative Action’ and the extracts hereafter.

Then, in class, you will discuss in groups of four the following points (you’ll be asked to report the different ideas of your groups in 2 or 3 sentences) : 

· Do you think ‘Affirmative Action’ and ‘Politically Correct Language’ are good ideas? Do you think it can help to the integration of minorities?

· Do you agree with Paul Essinger? Why? Why not?

· What would you recommend to try and solve the problem of discrimination? (at least 2 propositions in each group)

Political correctness is a term which originally referred to efforts to redress, primarily in the use of language, real or perceived discrimination on the basis of race, gender, or other criteria. An example would be substituting the word disabled for cripple for a person with a permanent injury. 

With respect to the narrow sense in which this term is frequently used (which concerns minority groups), adherents of this viewpoint may feel that one should use the so-called "politically correct" (often abbreviated "PC") term "African-American" rather than "negro" or "black", to avoid offending people in that group. Other targets of the supposed movement include the use of male pronouns in English and other languages to cover both sexes, and the use of linguistically marked word variants to denote female practitioners of high status activities, e.g. "poet/poetess": it is argued that these linguistic conventions imply that male is normal, and hence perpetuate male dominance in society. Advocates of these language changes are agreed that the proposed changes are designed mainly to treat others with respect by not using terminology that offends them. 

One central issue in the culture wars surrounding political correctness concerns what has come to be called affirmative action. Critics point out that the racism inherent in any such benefit based on race is counter to modern values. The defenders of affirmative action argue that affirmative action is necessary in order to redress problems of discrimination at a broader level. Others suggest that affirmative action for one group (such as women) can in the same 'subtle' way be detrimental to less popular groups (such as black men).

Politically Correct racism : A letter
(Paul Esslinger, Feb. 2003) 

The following letter I’m sure will upset some people, but I wanted to touch on something that has been in the news lately, affirmative action, which I call politically correct racism. I’m sure I’ll even be labelled a racist, but that’s usually what happens when liberals don’t like what you say. 

I have had the great pleasure to meet Chancellor Wells. He has a great many attributes: He is intelligent, he takes his job very seriously, and has not only opened the doors of the University to the community, but has opened the doors to his office directly. Nevertheless, I think the Chancellor has fallen into the same trap many have fallen into, which is we need to give minorities special treatment to get them ahead in life. 

Now I thought that allowing someone to have an advantage because of the color of his or her skin, or sex was racism and sexism, isn’t it? Then why do we allow minorities to have preferential treatment when applying for jobs or college?

I’m sure the liberals are going to say, “it’s because they have an unfair advantage growing up, and that they don’t have access to good schools, etc., etc., etc.” This argument is nonsense. The business and political world have several minorities doing a great job, and not because of some ridiculous affirmative action policy. 

With the global economy we have in the world, and the competition that the U.S. has, we cannot afford to ask, “what color skin do you have, or what sex are you” when applying for a job, or applying for college. Other industrialized countries don’t ask what color skin they have, or what sex they are, they find out whose the most qualified, and put them in the position.

There are some intelligent minorities that realize that affirmative is really an insult. I remember one African American on a talk show who said, and I’ll paraphrase; by having affirmative action, you’re telling me that I’m too stupid to get ahead in the world so you need to give me an advantage because of my skin color. I’ve been hearing other minorities saying the same thing.

Why can’t we just put everybody on the same playing field, and don’t give ANYONE any advantages? You should win by being the best at what you do, not because of your skin color, or sex. 

If affirmative action is supposed to make things equal, then I guess some people will just be a little more equal than others are. 

Listening Exercise:

“Where is the love” by Black Eyed Peas

What’s wrong with the world, mama

People livin’ like they ain’t got no mamas

I think the whole world addicted to the drama

Only attracted to things that’ll bring you trauma

Overseas, yeah, we try to stop terrorism

But we still got terrorists here livin’

In the USA, the big CIA

The Bloods and the Crips and the KKK

But if you only have love for you’re your own race

Then you only leave space to discriminate

And to discriminate only generates hate

And when you hate then you’re bound to get irate, yeah

Badness is what you demonstrate 

And that’s exactly how a nigga works and operates

Nigga, you gotta have love just to set it straight

Take control of your mind and meditate

Let your soul gravitate to the love, y’all, y’all

People killin’, people dyin’

Children hurt and you hear them cryin’

Can you practice what you preach

And would you turn the other cheek

Father, Father, Father help us

Send us some guidance from above

‘Cause people got me, got me questionin’

Where is the love (Love)

Name:








Date:

Class:

Homework : The U.S. Civil Rights Movement  (…../15)
Hereafter you find the opinion of an American on PC (Political Correctness) :

“PC is the enemy of language. We cannot say "disabled", we have to say "differently abled"; a "chairman" or "chairwoman" becomes a "chairperson", etc.  Everyone is different. Societies are different from one another morally and culturally. The sexes are different from each other in both their physical and mental capabilities. This is a fact, yet PC refuses to allow us to accept this, so how are we supposed to appreciate and explore each others' strengths in a PC world where everyone is presupposed to be equal?  PC is causing an intolerant and unreasonable society in which we are not allowed to openly discuss, or even laugh at, life.”

Write a text of about 200 words (180-230) in which you state whether you agree or not with this opinion.  Explain why you agree or why you do not agree with this opinion, and tell what you think personally of the subject.

Attention : 

· I want you to use at least 3 of these 5 words : segregation, racism, demonstration, affirmative action, freedom. (if less than 3 : 0/3)

· I want you to use at least 2 of these verbs with the right preposition : prevent, talk, fight, believe, go. (if less than 2 : 0/3)

· I want you to use at least 3 connectors (e.g. : because, however, since, although, nevertheless, therefore, …) (if less than 3 : 0/3)

· The remaining 6 points go to the general coherence of the text (ideas, variety of the structures used, grammar and spelling).

(
  (Please underline the vocabulary words, verbs and connectors you use.

Good Work!

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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