

Preparation: 

To Read Or Not To Read?

This lesson is meant for pupils of the 4th form who have English as their 1st foreign language 2 hours a week.

1. Warming up

· Material

· Websites: 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Database/stats/WBD2002.html#wbd
On-line journal Read On

· Books listed in the exercise: What was written by whom and in which book?
· Activity: proceeding

1. The pupils are asked general questions about their hobbies and more particularly, reading (authors, books, genre they like, how often they read etc)

2. They receive a test/quiz about people’s reading habits. The teacher reads the questions together with them. After each, s/he leaves time for them to answer (individually). At the end of the quiz, the pupils’ answers are discussed together with the class and compared with the right ones. Moreover the pupils are expected to share their own reading habits (cf: sheet with statistics). This can be done in pairs or with the whole class taking part in the discussion (this depends mainly on the pupils’ motivation)

3. To end the warming-up session, the teacher has prepared something more directed on literature itself (high and low brow): the pupil has to match authors, book titles and fragments together. This can be done very quickly and can be presented as a game to the class (division of the class into 2 teams, first to get the correct answer has a point). Another way to deal with it is to make the pupils work individually, gather the sheets after a while, give them out so that a pupil receives another sheet than his/hers and correct the exercise together.

· Duration: +/- 15 minutes

· Aim
Reading is not the favourite activity of most fourth-former. These activities are meant to make them aware that literature is part of their lives and that they know a lot about it without their realising it. The aim is to make it more attractive (presented as a game), to have them talk about it (what they like and don’t like, why), to make them react on basis of statistics and of the reading habits of their classmates.

2. Reading exercise

· Material
“Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone”, by J.K.Rowling (pp.122-124)

· Activity: proceeding
1. Transition: the teacher asks the pupils a series of questions: do you know Harry Potter? Have you read the books? If yes: in English or French? All of them? Have you seen the film, etc?

2. The pupils receive a fragment from the first Harry Potter book. The teacher first asks them to put it in the right order. They are supposed to read the text silently and globally and to work individually. Then after 5 to 10 minutes, a pupil gives his/her answer, the others react (if they do not agree, they make another suggestion) and so forth and so on until the right order is discovered.

3. The second exercise is also concerned with their global understanding of the text: the pupils have to reformulate (very shortly) the fragment in French. To help them, the teacher proposes the means of transportation as a guideline.

4. Before rereading the text in details, the teacher reads the list of vocabulary with the pupils. A definition of the words is provided in English. The pupils have to deduce the French translation.

5. The last task requires a more detailed reading of the text: they have to decide whether a series of statements is true or false and to justify their answers. This is done individually and then corrected with the class (the pupils can react if they do not agree with the answer of one of his classmates)

6. A grammar exercise ends the reading activity. The pupils have come across a lot of phrasal verbs in the fragment. Together with the class, we spot a few. Then, the teacher explains how to use them (eg: they can be split) and the meaning of the most frequent particles. To make things even clearer, the teacher provides the pupils with a short exercise to check their understanding.

· Duration : 45 minutes

· Aim
The pupil comes across an authentic literary text which is initially meant for English-speaking children. This may stimulate him/her to read further. 

The understanding should be very global when you first read a text. That is why the first exercise perfectly serves the purpose of ‘getting the message’ after a first reading without understanding every word. 

The ‘in-depth’ exploitation of the text is meant to make the pupil feel more at ease with the text itself and to acquire some new vocabulary. The vocabulary extension (introducing the use of phrasal verbs) also serves this purpose.

3. Listening comprehension: Joy of Reading
· Material
Based on http://www.craftaholic.net/books/
· Activity: proceeding
1. The teacher shortly introduces the subject of the listening comprehension, namely a woman talking about reading, her literary tastes etc. S/he reads the questions with the pupils. The first four questions are open. The fifth one is a multiple-choice exercise. S/he explains some vocabulary from the text the pupils are going to hear and that some pupils may not know (e.g.: overlap, bookmobile, etc) but most words are current ones.

2. The teacher plays the record a first time in its entirety. The pupils try to gather as much information as possible and to understand the main ideas of the text.

3. The teacher observes the reactions (too fast, too difficult vocabulary etc.). S/he plays it a second time, with breaks to give the pupils some time to answer the open questions.

4. A third listening will end the exercise. The pupils can fill in what was missing after the two previous listenings and complete the multiple choice exercise.

5. Then comes the correction: the teacher questions the pupils orally and at random. S/he asks him to justify his/her answer. The other pupils’ reactions are most welcome (if they disagree: why? what have they understood? etc). The teacher writes the answers on the blackboard. If need be, a passage can be replayed so that everybody can spot the answer on the tape.

6. At the end of the exercise, they receive the script of the text they have just heard.

· Duration: 30 minutes
· Aim
The pupils have to practice their listening skill. Therefore they have to listen to native speakers as much as possible. Here they have to get the message in broad lines first but they have to pay attention to details as well if they want to be able to answer all questions. The transcription can help their understanding of the text as well.
4. Vocabulary / grammar : adjective endings -ing or -ed?

· Material
· New Headway (Pre-intermediate)

· Inside Out (Intermediate)

· Activity: proceeding
1. The pupils are going to read a text entitled ‘A Good Read’ in which six different people speak about how they choose a book. The pupils, while reading the answers, have to decide which form of the 2 adjectives (-ing or –ed) is the correct one. Only then they have to ‘deduce the rule’.
2. After having let them think alone, the teacher intervenes and asks some pupils to give their ‘rule’. Then, the exercise will be corrected together with the class to check if the newly discovered and formulated rule can apply to the examples from the text. If need be, the teacher reformulates the rule more clearly.
3. An extra exercise will be given to the pupils. They are supposed to do it at home to check whether they make the distinction between the two forms seen in class.
· Duration:  15 minutes

· Aim
The aim is to draw a clear distinction between two adjective forms that pupils often mix up. The fact that they are expected to find the rule by themselves is a good thing: it will make it easier for them to remember it.
5. Speaking exercise

· Material:
Role cards (with two different situations: Writer vs. Film director or Literature fanatic vs. Cinema fanatic)

Some posters presenting films, collected on the internet: “The Lord of the Rings”, “Robinson Crusoe”, “Matilda”, “The Jungle Book”, etc.

· Activity: proceeding
1. Introduction: Many films have been inspired by novels. The teacher shows some pictures presenting some of them. The pupils are asked whether they have seen them and if they have read the books. Which one did they prefer? Why? 

2. The pupils are asked to work in pairs. Everyone receives a card with the part s/he is going to play. Two different situations are proposed. The first one consists of a discussion between a writer and a film director: the two of them can make use of some arguments written on their cards to defend their point of view about a film adaptation of a book. The second one is a discussion between a literature fanatic and a cinema fanatic. Here again there are a few ideas on the cards to support each view.
3. When they have talked for about 10 minutes, the teacher asks them to share their real opinion about the matter, first in pairs and then with the class.
· Duration:  20 minutes

· Aim
The pupils have to practice their speaking skills. They have acquired some vocabulary throughout the theme and they can now use it on a more active manner. 
6. Writing exercise (homework)

· Material
Calvin and Hobbes: Homicidal Psycho Jungle Cat

· Activity: proceeding
The writing activity is meant to be done at home (and will be followed by comments in class when the teacher has corrected them).

The teacher reads the tasks in class: the pupils have to choose one of them. The subjects deal with what was seen during the lessons. The first possibility is ‘writing a  book review’ and the second one is ‘making up a story on the basis of a comic strip’. For both proposals, they have guidelines (see annex).

· Aim
Having pupils write in class is difficult because you may not have enough dictionaries at your disposal as a teacher. If they have to write at home, they can use it freely and they can take the time they need .Pupils in a class are of different level and work at different rhythm. As a result, it is easier to let them organize it the way it best suits them. Some feedback after the correction will point out the most frequently made mistakes. Some remediation lessons may be organised to solve the problem(s) they may have encounter.
7. Project : Swapping a Book

· Material
http://www.penguinreaders.com/pr/grading.html
· Activity: proceeding
1. The pupils are invited to take part in a long-term reading project (all school year long). There is a list of books that will be posted in class. These are simplified versions (cf. Penguin readers) available in the school library (or ordered by the teacher if the school has not got any).

2. They have to form groups of three (or four) and choose three (or four) books from the list together. There is a short description to help them make their choice but they can ask the teacher as well. The range is quite broad: everybody should find something to her/his taste. The only restriction is that different genres have to be dealt with in each group.

3. Once they have read their first book, they have to write about 250 words about it (what they liked, did not like, was it what they expected, etc). They have a deadline to respect: the school year will be divided into three sessions, each being devoted to one book. The dates have to be decided at the beginning of the year so that the pupils can organise their work in function of them.

4. Once the deadline comes, they have to hand in their “essay” and to swap their book with another pupil of their group. The idea is that they read three books during the year and that they discuss them together for the oral exam in June. Therefore they will hand in a collection of the “essays” they have written during the year, with the remarks that resulted of their discussions.

NB: it can also be organised between classes.

· Aim
They can discover other literary genres, discuss the book with classmates, exchange views on it, share interpretations about a passage…
The list is divided into two levels of difficulty (4 & 5). Within a group there may be different levels but the weakest pupils of the group can always rely on the others. It makes them work as a group as a result.

If the project runs well, the pupils may feel more involved in their readings: they have the responsibility of their choice and so they may feel more concerned. It may also stimulate them to read at home, for themselves.

Quiz/ test

1. When people are asked where they like to read, the number one answer is _________ 

a) in the bath

b) in bed

c) in the loo

2. In a UK-wide survey of over 1000 people, ________  agree that losing yourself in a book is a really good way to relieve stress.

a) one quarter

b) one half

c) two-thirds

3. Among the same 1000 people, __________ believe that bedtime stories are good for children.

a) one quarter

b) one half

c) Three-quarters

4. Among the same 1000 people, ________________ would love a partner or lover to read aloud to them in bed.

a) one in eight

b) one in six

c) one in four

5. The vast majority of teenagers do read books for pleasure.  _________of 11-12 year olds surveyed (boys and girls) read books for pleasure and ________of all 14-16 year olds.

a) 61 %




a) 66 %

b) 71 %




b) 76 %





c) 81%




c) 86 %

6. What is taking boys away from books, even if some still read for pleasure?

a)  TV 

b) computer

c) sport

7. Girls aged 11 and 16 are much more likely to read a book on the recommendation of a friend. What about boys? 

a) Boys are influenced in their choice of reading matter mainly by school.

b) Boys, just like girls, read a book on the recommendation of a friend.

c) Boys always read book by an author they like.

Here are some statistics. To which category do you belong? Discuss it briefly with your neighbour.

1. How teenagers spend their time (hours per week)

age 11–12


age 14–16

All 
M
 F 

All
 M
 F

Reading books 



4.4 
3.9
5.1 

3.3 
2.3
4.5

Watching TV/videos 


10.9
 10.9 
10.9

10.9 
11.1 
10.7

Listening to CDs 


5.0 
4.5 
5.7 

9.0
8.5 
9.5

Playing computer games


8.5 
10.6 
6.2

 7.6 
9.3
6.0

Reading comics



1.5
1.8
1.1 

0.4 
0.4
0.5

Reading newspapers/magazines

2.2
2.0
2.4

 2.1 
1.8 
2.5

Listening to the radio 


2.7 
2.4 
3.1

 4.9 
4.6
5.2

2. What makes you want to read a book?

Male Female Total

% 
% 
%

Subject matter interests me 



69 
65 
67

For information 





54 
50 
52

For entertainment 




38
42 
40

Recommendation from a friend 



30 
48 
40

For relaxation 





29 
45 
38

A particular author 




29 
39 
35

Being bored 





21 
33 
28

Read/heard a book review 



22 
26 
24

Recommendation from a work colleague 


16 
16 
16

Seeing an advert 





12 
16 
14

Talking with others




 9 
16 
13

Library promotion 




2 
7 
5

Belong to a book club 




2 
4 
3

Nothing 






11 
6 
8
Answers and comments for the teacher:

Question 1

· Nearly 65% like to read in bed 

· One in four relax with a book in the bath 

· 10% take a book to the loo (mainly men!) 

· Almost half of those interviewed like to read on holiday 

· Back home, with increasingly busy lives, over a third wish they had more time to read 

· A third of those interviewed read on the journey to work to break the monotony of daily travel 

Question 2

· Two-thirds (nearly 67%) 
· One in six say that reading makes them happy. 
Questions 3 & 4

Three-quarters believe that bedtime stories are good for children, one in four people would love a partner or lover to read aloud to them in bed, and over a third say they read aloud to others, to their partners as well as to children.

Question 5

The vast majority of teenagers do read books for pleasure.  Eighty one per cent of 11-12 year olds (boys and girls) surveyed read books for pleasure and 76% of all 14-16 year olds. 

Question 6

Contrary to popular belief, it is not computer games that are taking boys away from books – boys aged 15-16 spend far more time (11.1 hours a week) watching TV and videos, and just over 9 hours a week on the computer.  This is nearly one and a half hours less than they spend at the age of 11. Girls of all ages, however, do spend a lot less time on the computer. (See Table 1) 

Question 7

Girls aged 11 and 16 are much more likely to read a book on the recommendation of a friend. Boys of both ages are influenced in their choice of reading matter mainly by school – the books they read have either been recommended by their teacher or found in the school library.

Boys of both ages are also heavily influenced by film adaptations of books. Of those reading Tolkien, 26% say they are reading him because they have seen The Lord of the Rings on screen. And Tolkien is currently 14-16 year old boys’ favourite author.

	What was written by whom and in which book?


	Title
	Author

	a. Hamlet
	1. Agatha Christie

	b. Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
	2. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

	c. The Jungle Books
	3. William Shakespeare

	d. Robinson Crusoe
	4. Winston Groom

	e. Murder on the Orient Express
	5. J.R.R Tolkien

	f. Romeo and Juliet
	6. J.K.Rowling

	g. Forrest Gump
	7. Daniel Defoe

	h. The Lord of the Rings
	8. Rudyard Kipling

	i. The Hound of the Baskervilles
	9. Mark Twain

	j. The adventures of Tom Sawyer
	


On the basis of the table above decide who has written the following books (notice that one of the authors listed will have to appear twice in the table below!)

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Now find the extract corresponding to each book! Write the book title under each fragment.

· ‘Maybe I am an idiot,’ I said, ‘but I’m not stupid’ ( _____________________ )
· ‘Here, my friends, is the hobbit, Frodo son of Drogo. Few have ever come through greater peril or on an errand more urgent’( _____________________ )

· ‘Mr Holmes, they were the footprints of a gigantic hound!’

( _____________________ )

·  ‘To be or not to be – that is the question’ ( _____________________ )

· ‘And first, I made him know his name should be Friday, which was the day I saved his life’    ( _____________________ )

· ‘O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo? / Deny thy father and refuse thy name; / Or if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love, / And I’ll no longer be a Capulet.’ 


( _____________________ )

· ‘What is it?’ exclaimed Joe, under his breath. / ‘I wonder,’ said Tom in a whisper. / ‘Tain’t thunder,’ said Huckleberry, in an awed tone, ‘becuz thunder –’ 


( _____________________ )

· ‘… I have the pack [wolves] and I have thee; and Baloo, though he is so lazy, might strike a blow or two for my sake. Why should I be afraid [of Shere Khan]?’


 ( _____________________ )

· ‘By eleven o’clock the whole school seemed to be out in the stands around the Quidditch pitch’ ( _____________________ )

· ‘No, no’, Poirot interrupted him. ‘Your suspicion was justified. Mr Ratchett was killed… stabbed.’ ( _____________________ )
	Reading activity: “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone” (J. K. Rowling)


a) Put the fragments in the right order. Write the number corresponding to their position in the left margin. The first one, which is not in a square, is the beginning of the story. 
Harry peered out of the window. It was getting dark. He could see mountains and forests under a deep-purple sky. The train did seem to be slowing down.

He and Ron took off their jackets and pulled on their long black robes. Ron’s were a bit short for him, you could see his trainers underneath them.

A voice echoed through the train: ‘We will be reaching Hogwarts in five minutes’ time. Please leave your luggage on the train, it will be taken to the school separately.’

	And the fleet of little boats moved off all at once, gliding across the lake, which was as smooth as glass. Everyone was silent, staring up at the great castle overhead. It towered over them as they sailed nearer and nearer to the cliff on which it stood.

	‘Heads down!’ yelled Hagrid as the first boats reached the cliff; they all bent their heads and the little boats carried them through a curtain of ivy which hid a wide opening in the cliff face. They were carried along a dark tunnel, which seemed to be taking them right underneath the castle, until they reached a kind of underground harbour, where they clambered out on to rocks and pebbles.

	

	           Harry’s stomach lurched with nerves and Ron, he saw, looked pale under his freckles. They crammed their pockets with the last of the sweets and joined the crowd thronging the corridor.

	The train slowed right down and finally stopped. People pushed their way towards the door and out on to a tiny, dark platform. Harry shivered in the cold night air. Then a lamp came bobbing over the heads of the students and Harry heard a familiar voice: ‘First-years! First-years over here! All right there, Harry?’ Hagrid’s big hairy face beamed over the sea of heads.

	‘Come on, follow me – any more first-years? Mind the step, now! First-years follow me!’


	           The narrow path had opened suddenly on to the edge of a great black lake. Perched atop a high mountain on the other side, its windows sparkling in the starry sky, was a vast castle with many turrets and towers.

	‘No more than four to a boat!’ Hagrid called, pointing to a fleet of little boats sitting in the water by the shore. Harry and Ron were followed into their boat by Neville and Hermione.

	‘Everyone in?’ shouted Hagrid, who had a boat to himself. ‘Right then – FORWARD!’


	 ‘Oy, you there! Is this your toad?’ said Hagrid, who was checking the boats as people climbed out of them.

	‘Trevor!’ cried Neville blissfully, holding out his hands. Then they clambered up a passageway in the rock after Hagrid’s lamp, coming out at last on the smooth, damp grass right in the shadow of the castle.

	They walked up a flight of stone steps and crowded around the huge, oak front door.

	‘Everyone here? You there, still got your toad?’

	Hagrid raised a gigantic fist and knocked three times on the castle door.

	

	          Slipping and stumbling, they followed Hagrid down what seemed to be a steep, nar-row path. It was so dark either side of them that Harry thought there must be thick trees there. Nobody spoke much. Neville, the boy who kept loosing his toad, sniffed once or twice.

	‘You will get your first sight of Hogwarts in a second,’ Hagrid called over his shoulder, ‘just round this bend here.’

	There was a loud ‘Oooooh!’


b) Write a short summary in French (5 sentences) describing Harry’s journey from the station to Hogwarts. In your summary, name the different means of transport used by the students.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
c) According to the text, are the following sentences true or false? Read the text very carefully. Circle the corresponding letter (T or F), and correct the sentence if there is a mistake.

	1. The students have to take their luggage out of the train themselves.

……………………………………………………………………………………

2. It is a beautiful, hot summer day.

………………………………………………………………………………........
3. Harry had already met Hagrid before, they know each other.

……………………………………………………………………………………

4. Hagrid will guide the first-year students to the school.

……………………………………………………………………………………

5. « Hogwarts » is the name of the school.

……………………………………………………………………………………

6. It is built on an island in the middle of the lake.

…………………………………………………………………………………….

7. There cannot be more than four students on the same boat.

…………………………………………………………………………………….

8. All the students were speaking and screaming because of excitement.

…………………………………………………………………………………….

9. Trevor always loses his toad, which is called « Neville ».
…………………………………………………………………………………….

10. Hagrid knocked three times on the big iron front door.

…………………………………………………………………………………….
	T

T

T

T
T
T

T

T

T

T
	F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F

F


Vocabulary

	- to peer

- to glide

- smooth

- to stare

- ivy

- to clamber

            (over)

- to lurch

- freckles

- to cram 

             (into)

- to throng

- to bob

- to beam

- the edge of

- a turret

- a fleet

- the shore

- a toad

- blissful

- oak

- to slip

- to stumble

- steep

- narrow

- a bend
	- To look very carefully at something, especially because you are having difficulty seeing it

- To move smoothly and quietly, as if without effort

- A smooth surface has no rough parts, lumps, or holes

- To look at something or someone for a long time without moving your eyes, for example because you are surprised
- A climbing plant with dark green shiny leaves

- To climb or move slowly somewhere, using your hands and feet because it is difficult or steep

- Your stomach seems to move suddenly because you feel shocked, frightened

- small brown spots on someone's skin, especially on their face

- to force something into a small space 

- if people throng a place, they go there in large numbers

- to move up and down when floating in the air
- to smile very happily

- the part of something that is furthest from its centre

- a small tower on a large building, especially a castle
- a group of ships

- the land along the edge of a large area of water such as an ocean or lake

- a small animal that looks like a large frog

- extremely happy or enjoyable

- a large tree that is common in northern countries

- to slide a short distance accidentally, and fall or lose your balance slightly 

- to hit your foot against something while you are walking or running, so that you almost fall

- getting higher and higher very quickly
- opposite of wide, broad
-a curved part of something, especially a road or river

	…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..

…………………..


Grammar : phrasal & prepositional verbs

1. What is a phrasal verb?

A phrasal verb is a verb + adverb (or particle). These verbs change their meaning in some way by adding adverbs.

2. Understanding phrasal verbs.

Find some phrasal verbs in the text. Try to understand their meaning.

e.g. to slow down



…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

…………………………………

Meaning of some adverbs:

· up (= increasing) 

prices are going up


…………………………………
speak up so that we can hear

…………………………………
· up (= completely)

eat up these chocolates

…………………………………

fill up with petrol


…………………………………
· down (= decreasing)

bring down inflation


…………………………………


turn the sound down


…………………………………
· down (= completely on the ground)

he was knocked down


…………………………………

cut down the tree


…………………………………
· over (= from start to finish)

check your work over


…………………………………

think the problem over

…………………………………
· on (= continuing)

drive on a bit further


…………………………………

hang on/hold on a minute

…………………………………
· on (= connected)

turn on the TV


…………………………………

switch on the kettle


…………………………………
· off (= disconnected)

he turned off the light


…………………………………


they cut off our electricity

…………………………………
· off (= away, disappearing)

the thief ran off


…………………………………


jump in the car and drive off

…………………………………
· out (= completely)

write out the whole text

…………………………………


work out the answer


…………………………………
· out (= away, disappearing)

wash out the dirt


…………………………………



put out a fire



…………………………………

3. Word order with phrasal verbs.

The object (noun) either goes before or after the adverb:


e.g. I wrote the text down.
I wrote down the text.

If the object is a pronoun it always goes before the adverb:


e.g. If you like the dress, why not try it on?
If it is a long object, it goes after the adverb:


e.g. The gang carried out a number of bank raids in the last few months.

4. Phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs.

Compare


PHRASAL VERB



PREPOSITIONAL VERB


verb + adverb (throw away)


verb + preposition (pay for)


I made up the story.



I asked for my key.


I made the story up.



NOT I asked my key for.

I made it up




I asked for it.


(the adverb goes after a pronoun)

(the preposition goes before a pronoun)


Some adverbs are:



Some prepositions are:


about, away, back, down, in, off, on,

about, after, at, for, from, in, into, of, on,


out, over, round, through, up


to, with


Notice that some words can be either an adverb or a preposition.

5. Exercice.

Complete the sentences with a word from the box.

	out (2x)   off   up   over   on   in   back 


1  Put ……….. something warm. It’s cold today.

2  There’s some ice-cream in the freezer. Can you get it ……….. ?

3  Why are your clothes on the floor? Please pick them ………. ?

4  I’m going to take the dog ………. for a walk.

5  When are you going ……….. to your country?

6  We don’t need all these lights on. Turn them ………….

7  I haven’t got time to fill ………. this form.

8  John lost his essay. He will have to write it all …………
Listening comprehension: “Joy of reading”

1. What type of books does the speaker enjoy the most? Why?

…………………………………………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………………………………….….……………………………………………………………………………………….…….
2. What are the two main reasons for which she likes reading:

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………..
3. What are her two favourite genres? How does she feel when the two appear in the same novel? (try to use the precise expression from the text)

………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
4. In which city did the speaker live before? When did she move?

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Multiple-choice questions: listen carefully to the text and choose the right end to the following sentences. 
a) The speaker has become addicted to:

0 cigarettes



0 books

0 the internet

b) Her appetite for books:



0 could have scared her parents



0 could have ruined her parents 



0 could have pleased her parents

c) As a young adult, her best friends were:



0 the young heroes of the stories she read



0 those with whom she swapped books



0 the books presenting young heroes

d) When the reader moved to Liverpool a few years ago:



0 she found a lot of new books



0 she had to abandon all her books



0 she got rid of her furniture

e) At the moment, she is reading:



0 a detective book



0 a science fiction book



0 series books

Listening comprehension: “Joy of reading” (script)
I've always loved to read and it is the one thing I've managed to continue to do since I've become addicted to the internet. I read just about anything (even the latest gossip about the Royal Family or about David Beckham’s last child and so on). 

But I especially enjoy series books, like “Harry Potter” for example, where the characters grow and change and you can get to know them a lot better than you do in a single volume book.

Though I do read more serious material as well as non-fiction from time to time, I prefer reading for entertainment and escapism. Science fiction is definitely my favourite genre, with romance a close second. And when the two overlap, as they do occasionally, you know, than I'm in 7th heaven.

As a child, my voracious appetite for reading material would've bankrupted my parents if it were not for the library and the bookmobile. This was the beginning of my love for young adult books. Tolkien’s “The Lord of the Rings” was my favourite. There was always a mystery to solve and these young people were always up to the task. They were my best friends and I thoroughly enjoyed every adventure they took me on.

So strong was this early fascination that now, as an adult I have begun to collect young adult series books. When I moved across country from London to Liverpool over 5 years ago, I got rid of all my furniture, but moved about 650 kilos of books. 
At the moment, I’m busy with a very good book entitled “The Da Vinci Code”. It is a fascinating detective story, but I can’t find the key to solve the mystery! 

http://www.craftaholic.net/books/
Vocabulary: 

to overlap: coïncider, se chevaucher
to go bankrupt: mettre en faillite, ruiner
the bookmobile: le bibliobus
to get rid of: se débarasser de
A good read

Adjectives with -ed & -ing

Choose the correct form of the adjectives in bold in the following article.

We asked several people the question, ‘How do you choose a book to read?’. Here are their replies:
1. 
‘I judge the book by its cover. If the cover looks interesting/interested, I buy the book. Sometimes I’m lucky and the book is good, and sometimes I’m disappointing/ disappointed.’

2. ‘I always read book reviews in newspapers and magazines and when I read about a book that sounds interesting/interested, I write it down in my diary’

3. ‘I don’t take any risks. I always read books by authors I know. I get really exciting/excited when one of my favourite authors brings out a new book and I buy it immediately. This way I’m never disappointing/disappointed.’

4. ‘I read the first page and if it’s boring/bored, I don’t buy the book. If I want to turn over the page and carry on reading, I buy the book’

5. ‘It’s easy. I never read fiction but I’m fascinating/fascinated by biographies of famous people. I find strong women in history particularly inspiring/inspired.’

6. ‘I tend to choose books written by women. They have a better feeling for characters and the relationships between them, that’s what I find interesting/interested in a book. Having said that, I’ve just finished a book by a man and it was brilliant!

Look at the replies and answer these questions:

a) Which adjective ending do you use to say how people feel?

b) Which adjective ending do you use to describe the people or thing that causes the feeling?

How do you choose a book? Tell your partner.

Exercise:

	Bor-

Confus-

Depress-

Disappoint-

Disgust-

Excit-

Exhaust-

Frighten-

Interest-

Relax-

Surpris-

Tir-

Worri- / worry-
	-ED

-ING


Using words from the box, fill in the following sentences (several adjectives can be used in one same sentence)

1. When I read a book, I often feel ____________________ towards the end.

2. ‘I met a famous film star today.’

‘Really? How ___________________!’

3. ‘I spent four hours going round a museum.’ 

‘Was it ___________________?’

‘No, it was ___________________ .’

4. ‘I haven’t heard from my parents for two months.’

‘You must be _________________’

5. ‘Wow, Maria! What are you doing here?’

‘Why are you so ________________ to see me?’

6. I failed my exam. I worked really hard for it. I’m so _________________

7. ‘A man started to follow me home last night.’ 

‘Weren’t you ______________?’

8. My computer’s broken down, and I don’t understand the manual. It’s so ________________ .

	Conversation exercice : Writer vs. Film director


	The writer

You are the author of one of the last best-sellers. You have already won a lot of awards with your book, which is known all over the world. You have been contacted by a young American film maker who wants to put your novel on the screen. You accepted to meet him to try to find an agreement.

You have to discuss the following points with him; 

· You are not interested by money. The most important thing for you is that the intrigue should not be changed. The film has to respect your book faithfully.

· You would like to participate to the making of the film: keep an eye on the script, choose the actors, etc.

· Most of the adaptations of novels were very poor. You are not very enthusiastic about your book being adapted, but why not?

The film director will probably disagree on several aspects: try to negotiate!




	A film director

You are a young and promising American director. You just won an Oscar for your “Best First Movie”. You would like to adapt a famous novel to the cinema, and you have a meeting with the author of this best-seller.

You have to discuss the following points with the writer;

· You find his book very interesting, but you think that the story has to be changed to fit the screen perfectly. In other words, you want to change slightly the intrigue. Your film would rather be a free adaptation than a copy of the book.

· You have a very independent character, you know what you want and you like to do your job alone. This must be YOUR film, not the writer’s.

· You have already found a producer who is interested in your project. He has a lot of money to invest in your film.

The writer will probably disagree with you on several aspects: try to negotiate.



	Conversation exercice: Literature fanatic vs Cinema fanatic


	The book addict

You are meeting a cinema fanatic. You want to convince him that film adaptations usually damage the initial story, and that people should read the books rather than go to the cinema. You can use the following arguments:
· You are a student in literature, and you are convinced that there is nothing more enjoyable than reading a good novel. Feeling the paper between your fingers and the smell of the pages is a unique sensation.

· You have seen several film adaptations of novels that you have read, and you have always been disappointed by them. You think that the initial story usually loses its strength and its depth. The directors should respect the novel and its author a bit more!

· The best way for you to avoid errors would be for the writer to take part to the making of the film.

· You are convinced that turning a novel into a film is just a matter of money and business. It has nothing to do with an act of art. Directors who use books to make films have a serious lack of imagination and originality.



	The cinema addict

You are meeting a literature fanatic. You want to convince him that films are the best way to discover new stories, and that people should rather go to the cinema rather than read books. 

You can use the following arguments:

· You can not survive more than two days without watching a good film. You think that there is nothing more enjoyable than watching a good film; seeing beautiful pictures, being moved by splendid music and by the actors’ performances.

· Most adaptations of books to the cinema are very good! No matter what the original story of the novel was, the film has to be considered as a separate entity. Film adaptations of books are pieces of art on their own.

· Watching a film costs less money, time and effort than reading a novel!

· According to you, borrowings and transfers between the different sorts of art are normal, and can only lead to the enrichment of our culture. After all, some books were inspired by paintings for example (e.g. “The girl with a pearl”).



Writing exercise: To read or not to read?

Choose one of the two subjects. You need to write about 120-140 words about it.

Subject 1:

There was an advertisement in yesterday’s paper about writing a book review. You decide to participate. If your review is good, it will be published in next-week issue! Moreover you can win prizes (free cinema tickets for one year, books, DVD’s etc). 

Choose a book, be original while talking about it, try to incite people to read it and be careful not to tell the whole story so that people can still have some surprise when reading it.

Include the following information: the title of the book, the genre, the author, a presentation of the main characters, a summary of the plot and what you particularly liked or didn’t like about it.

Subject 2:

The following pictures are the beginning of a Calvin & Hobbes cartoon. Tell the story and make up an end: is he going to read the letter or not? What will happen next? Be original!
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a skull: the bones of a person's or animal's head

the I.R.S.: the Internal Revenue Service the department of the US government that collects national taxes
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