The passive voice 
Formation:  to be ( conjugué au temps voulu) + Participe passé ( verbe rég ou TP)

Règles  1. Le GCD de l'actif devient le sujet du passif

             2. L'auxiliaire du passif est "to be" . On le conjugue au même temps que le verbe de               


       l'actif .

             3. L'auxiliaire est suivi du participe passé du verbe de l'actif . 

             4. " by" introduit le complément d'agent 


 5. Le sujet de l'actif devient le complément d'agent .  

Exemples :   

    Au présent : John sees the thief  =  the thief is seen by John

 

Peter is painting the front door .= the front door is being painted by Peter 
   Au past     : John saw the thief = the thief was seen by John

                      Peter was painting the front door = the front door was being painted by Peter  
  Au present perfect  : John has seen the thief = the thief has been seen by John  .
                                   Peter has painted the front door = the front door has been painted by P.
Comparez: 


ACTIF                                                 PASSIF 

             John gives a present                     A present is given by John

             John is giving a present               A present is being given by John

             John gave a present                      A present was given by John

             John was giving a present            A present was being given by John

             John has given a present              A present has been given by John

             John will give a present                A present will be given by John
             John must give a present              A present must be given by John

Le verbe "to be" du passif doit toujours être conjugué au même temps que le verbe de l'actif   De plus il est suivi du participe passé du verbe de l'actif .  
Remarques : 
1.Le français"on"ou le "ils" impersonnels sont souvent traduits par une voix passive en anglais . 

Ex: On te demande au téléphone = You are wanted on the phone .
      On n'a plus ouvert cette fenêtre depuis des mois =This window hasn't been opened for  

      months . 

      Ils ont volé mon GSM = My mobile phone has been stolen .

2.Lorsque le complément d'agent ne présente pas d'intérêt , on ne l'exprime pas .

Ex:  The cat was left in the garden .( Peu importe par qui .) 
Exercise
1. They have opened a new shop. 
..........................................................................................

2. John is painting the ceiling of the kitchen 
.................................................................................................................................................3.Mary gave a present to me 
................................................................................................................................................

     4.Somebody has stolen our money 

      ..............................................................................................................................................

     5.That woman did not steal the money 

     .
       ................................................................................................................................................

      6.People speak Spanish in a lot of countries .

       ............................................................................................................................................

     7. A big rock falling from the mountain injured my mother 

       ...........................................................................................................................................

     8. They teach them French 

       ...........................................................................................................................................

     9.The journalist interviewed me yesterday

   .

      ........................................................................................................................................... 

   10.They offered a magnificent present to my friend 

     .............................................................................................................................................

   11.My mother is cooking the eggs now  
    ............................................................................................................................................

   12.The police arrested the dangerous thief

    ...........................................................................................................................................

    13 . Van Gogh painted that beautiful picture 

     ........................................................................................................................................ 

     14. The teacher has given a lot of homework

    .........................................................................................................................................

     15. The Germans attacked us in 1940

    .........................................................................................................................................                                        

