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SCENE 1

Characters: Hughie Erskine 1 and his aunt (Auntie Emma)

(Someone knocks at the door)

A : - Come in!

H : - Hello Auntie Emma! How are you?

A : - I am fine, thank you and how is my excellent nephew?

H : - Oh fine. But…well…I have got a problem, Auntie Emma…

A : - What problem Hughie?

H : - Well…actually…I am in love!

A : - Great! But with whom?

H : - Hmmm…Laura Merton…

A : - Laura Merton! Colonel Merton’s daughter? You must be joking!

H : - No, I am not.

A : - But my dear child, you are the best-looking gentleman in London, you have many 

        friends and your father was an army officer. But your father is dead, Hughie and you are 

        so poor! You know very well you only have four or five pounds a week and you are 

        good to nothing: You cannot find yourself a job! Colonel Merton will refuse your 

        marriage!

H : - I know I am almost broke but I love her so much, Auntie Emma and I know she loves 

        me too!

A : -Unfortunately love is not what rules the world my dear child but, of course, you can give 

        it a try.

H : - I am going to see him now…

A : - Good luck then my poor Hughie!


SCENE 2

Characters: Hughie Erskine 1 and Colonel Merton

(Colonel Merton is busy in his office when someone knocks at the door)

C : - Come in please!

H : - Good morning, sir. (disturbed and worried)
C : -  Oh dear Hughie Askins. How are you my dear boy?

H : - Hughie Erskine, sir…hm…I…am….gr…gr…great…th…th…thanks…a…lot!

C : - You look very nervous my dear boy, what is the matter with you?

H : - Colonel Merton…listen…I came here to ask you…something important…something 

        very important.

C : - Good, what is it?

H : - Colonel, I…I…would like to marry your daughter…Lau…Laura.

Pause

C : - Hughie, my dear boy, sit down please.

Hughie takes a seat.

C : - Hughie, I know you are a fine young man but you have no money. My daughter cannot 

        marry a man with no money. You may marry my daughter when you have £ 10,000.

H : - Oh sir, if my love for your daughter was gold, I would be the richest man in the world. 

        Unfortunately, sir, I only have one pound in my pocket and this is the last of my money.

C : - I understand. 

Pause
C : - Hughie, just find a job then and when you have £ 10,000, my dear Laura will become 

        your wife and we will both be happy.

Hughie is desperate but shakes hands with Colonel Merton and goes out, saying good-bye

SCENE 3

Characters: Hughie Erskine 1 all alone

(talking to himself)

H : - God, Auntie Emma was right…

        Maybe I could go to my friend’s, Alan Trevor. He paints portraits for rich men. His 

        pictures are very expensive, so, Alan is very rich. He must pay his models a lot of 

        money. Maybe, he could give me a job? Or, if he refuses, he could lend me £ 10,000!

Hughie is now enthusiastic and decides to pay a visit to Alan in his studio.

SCENE 4

Characters: Hughie Erskine 2, Alan Trevor, an old beggar and Alan’s servant

(Alan is painting the picture of an old beggar in his studio when a servant comes in)

S  : - Hughie Erskine is there, sir and would like to see you.

A : - OK, OK, tell him to come in!

H : - Alan, how are you?

A : - Fine, thanks and what about you and this affair with Laura Merton?

H : - Hush! Don’t talk about my private business in front of strangers!

A : - Don’t worry about him. By the way, what do you think of this? And what do you think 

        of my model?

        He is wonderful, isn’t he? Have you ever seen such a marvellous model?

H : - Poor old man. He looks so sad!

A : - Of course, I don’t want a beggar to look happy!

H : - How much is a model paid for standing in your studio?

A : - Not much! Only a shilling an hour!

H : - And how much do you get when you sell a picture?

A : - For this picture, I will get £ 2,000

H : - Alan, you’re a rich man. I think the model should get some of the money!

A : - Nonsense...Nonsense! It’s difficult to be a painter. It is not difficult to be a beggar. Few 

        people can paint pictures. Anyone can beg.

H : - But many people want to be rich and famous painters. No one wants to be a poor old 

        beggar. You artists are very unkind.

A : - (laughing) I’m busy. Sit down and stop talking please.

S : - A gentleman is outside, sir. He wants you to paint his portrait. Can you speak to him  

        please?

A : - (to Hughie) Don’t go away! I’ll be back in a moment!

Alan leaves the room. The old beggar sits down on a chair and rests. His hat is still in his hand.
H : - (thinks aloud) Poor old man, he needs the money more than I do.

Hughie crosses the room and puts the pound in the old man’s hat. The old man is very surprised. He looks at the money and smiles.

B : - Thank you, sir, thank you very much.

A : - OK now, let’s continue with this picture.

H : - OK Alan, I am sorry but I must leave now. I promised Laura I would meet her.

A : - OK then, see you later in the club!

H : -  Yes, sure, see you!

SCENE 5

Characters: Hughie Erskine 2, Laura Merton

L : - Hughie!

H: - Hi my dear love. How are you?

L : - Fine. But tell me! Tell me! Did you ask my father?

H : - Y…yes. He said I was fine but the problem is that I have no money. He told me we 

         might get married when I have £ 10,000.

L : - £ 10,000! It is a huge sum!

H : - I went to my friend’s, Alan. I wanted to ask him to lend me the money or to give me a  

        job but I couldn’t. He is so selfish and unkind with his models! He was painting a 

        portrait of a poor old beggar and wanted to pay him a shilling an hour for standing in his 

       studio! He was everything but sympathetic! I found it so unfair that I didn’t ask him 

       anything.   

       Instead, I gave the old beggar one pound, that is to say the very last of my money…

L : - What?! You gave all your money away?! That was foolish! If my father hears that story, 

        he will never let me marry you because he will think you are a fool!

H : - (shocked) But Laura, the poor old beggar looked so sad…

L : - You are very foolish, but you are very kind and I love you very much.

H : - Laura…I love you so much too!

SCENE 6

Characters: Hughie Erskine 3, Alan Trevor in a club (café)

A : - Hi Hughie! Here you are again!

H : - Hi Alan!

A : - Oh Hughie, I finished that picture.

H : - Well…good…

A : - You know (gulping down some drink), my model was very interested in you.

H : - Was he?

A : - Yes, he was. He asked me lots of questions.

H : - Poor old man, I wish I could help him more. What did he ask you about me?

A : (gulping) Hmm…wanted to know everything about you!

H : - And what did you tell him.

A : - I told him everything; about Laura and Laura’s father. I told him you wanted to marry 

        Laura but have no money and I told him you may marry her when you have £ 10,000.

H : - Alan! How could you! This was my private business!

A : - Don’t be angry! You don’t know who I was painting the picture for. I was painting it for 

        the Baron von Hausberg. He is one of the richest men in Europe. Baron von Hausberg  

        was my model; he was just dressed up as an old beggar!

H : - (cries) The Baron von Hausberg! You mean that old beggar was the Baron himself?

A : - Yes, he was.

H : - I…I…gave him a pound. What a fool!

A : - (laughing)You gave him a pound?! That’s the funniest thing I’ve ever heard!

Hughie is stunned and cannot move for a few seconds. Then he stands up and leaves. Alan is still laughing at him.

A : - (laughing) Stay! Please stay! Let me buy you a drink to the best joke ever!

But Hughie doesn’t come back; he goes back home feeling desperate, foolish, miserable and ashamed.

SCENE 7

Characters: Hughie Erskine 3, Baron von Hausberg’s servant

Hughie is in his room, looking desperate.

H : - (to himself) Laura thought I was a fool giving all my money away. When she hears the 

         man was a millionaire! She will laugh at me just like Alan did and her father will never 

         want us to get married any more.

         If I knew that such a good action could drive me into this trouble!

Someone knocks at the door.

S : - Good morning, sir. Are you…Hughie Erskine?

H : - Yes, I am. How can I help you?

S : - I have come from the Baron von Hausberg.

H : - The Baron…I didn’t know him when we met yesterday. I want to tell him that I am very 

        sorry. I think I was rude to him.

The servant smiles.

S : - You weren’t rude to the Baron von Hausberg. The Baron asked me to give you this.

The servant gives Hughie an envelope.

H : - Thank you but…

S : - My master thought it might be helpful. Good-bye!

H: - Wait…I…

But the servant has gone. Hughie reads the words written on the envelope.

H : - “A wedding present to Hughie Erskine and Laura Merton, from an old beggar.”

        What is the meaning of this?

He tears the envelope open and discovers a cheque for £10,000 inside.

H: - (very surprised) How generous! How could I ever thank him!?…

        Now, I need to see Laura’s father!(smiling) Things will be better from now on!
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